
   On Friday, April 7, 2017, RMHS held its 
first ever spring pep rally.  Athletic director, Mr. 
Jon Duncan, wanted to celebrate Ridgefield’s 
spring sports programs.  

    The baseball, softball, boys’ tennis, golf 
and track and field programs were recognized 
during the team introductions by Mr. Duncan 
and the captains of each respective program.  

      Mr. Duncan recognized senior student 
athletes who will be playing collegiate sports.  
Louie Correa, Marissa Semararo, Johnny Miano 
and Brooke Garafalo have signed letters of in-
tent to play collegiate sports.

      “Pep rallies are a wonderful way to rec-
ognize our school’s student athletes and to 
encourage other students to join our school’s 
wonderful athletic programs,” said Mr. Duncan.  

       Congratulations to all of the student ath-
letes and Mr. Duncan for making the first ever 
spring pep rally a very successful event.  

What Do YouWant to be When 
You Grow Up? by Ryan Lo
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       The Ridgefield Music Department
                  Presents:  Legends
                       by Alex Yoon
     On April 7, 2017, the Ridgefield Music 
Department presented the Legends music 
concert under the direction of music teacher, 
Mr. Buffa.  The RMHS student body, faculty, 
parents and community members attended the 
show and saw 24 amazing acts.
     Students from the Learning Center per-
formed songs by Prince, Ray Charles, Elvis 
Presley, and Jim Morrison.  The crowd was 
amazed by a re-enactment of the Harry Houd-
ini trunk escape.
     Mr. Buffa said, “I want to thank all the 
performers, stage crew, the stage managers, 
and the teachers of the Learning Center for all 
of their hard work, patience and dedication to 
making this show fantastic.”
    Congratulations to Mr. Buffa and the Leg-
ends ensemble for their amazing show.

The Crown                                                                                                                                             

See You in 50 Years

by Alex Yoon

     Have you ever thought, “What will RMHS look like in 50 years?” The RMHS Class of 1967 is celebrating the 50th 
anniversary of their graduation on June 3, 2017 at the Bacari Grill in Washington Township.
     Mr. Russ D’Emidio, Class of 1967, donated issues of The Crown from the 1960s. He said, “The class of 1967 have very 
fond memories of our formative years attending RMHS, getting an excellent education and participating in many activities. 
We lived in unique times in the very unique town of Ridgefield. The vast majority of us went on to have successful careers, 
but more importantly, to be responsible citizens, spouses, parents and grandparents.”
     While touring the school with Assistant Principal, Ms. Martyniuk, he said, “The school has not changed much and walk-
ing through the halls brings back fond memories.”
     The RMHS community and the 2017 staff of The Crown would like to thank Mr. D’Emidio for his generous and valu-
able donation.

                      The Art Show Comes to Town
                                   by Ryan Lo
     On May 17th and 18th the RMHS Fine Arts Department hosted its 
annual art show for the RMHS community.
     Ms. Neenan, Mrs. Santiago and Ms. Reardon showcased the artwork 
of their students in the RMHS gymnasium.  Over 500 pieces of art from 
different artistic mediums were on display for the entire student body and 
Ridgefield community.  
     Mrs. Santiago said, “It has been a pleasure to work with such talented 
artists.  The students are very creative and put all of their heart and soul 
into their pieces of art.”
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Meet the Staff!

Chief Editor 
Ryan Lo

“Your mindset is the key to 
a happy life.” 

Class Advisor
Andrew MacDonald

“Work hard and enjoy high 
school.”

Executive Editor
Anna Georgiou

“Love what you do and do 
what you love.”

Chief Editor
Alex Yoon

“The first step is the 
beginning of a long journey.”

The Epilogue Lasts Forever
The school yearbook needs new members to 
join the 2016-2017 Epilogue staff. Yearbook 
staff members work with Ms. Vega, Ms. Abene 
and Ms. Ferraiuolo in creating the RMHS Epi-
logue. If you are interested in joining the year-
book staff, please contact Ms. Vega, Ms. Abene 
or Ms. Ferraiuolo.

Are You an Artist or a Creative Writer?
Do you like to draw? Do you write in your free time? 
If you answered yes to one of these two questions, then 
you should consider joining Serendipity. Serendipity is 
the school’s art and literarymagazine. Please see Ms. 
Ferraiuolo for more information.

    May is Mental Health Awareness Month
by Ryan Lo

     May is Mental Health Awareness Month in the United States.  Since 1949, Mental Health Awareness Month has 
reached millions of people through the media, local events and screenings.  
     The 2017 theme of Mental Health Awareness Month is Risky Business.  The MHM campaign will educate the 
public on habits and behaviors that increase the risk of developing or exacerbating mental illnesses, or could be signs 
of mental health problems themselves.  These include diverse factors such as prescription drug misuse, internet/gam-
ing addiction, excessive spending, drug use, and troublesome exercise patterns.
     The intent behind this theme is to raise awareness of the risks that these types of behaviors present.  Also, it wants 
to help individuals detect these early warning signs and to provide resources for prevention and early intervention.
 

June is National Safety Month
by Alex Yoon

     Injuries are a leading cause of disability for people of all age and the leading cause of death for Americans ages 1 to 44.  
National Safety Month encourages individuals to safeguard themselves to prevent injuries from accidents.
     National Safety Month wants to raise awareness about important safety issues such as: medication safety and prescription 
painkiller abuse, driving, biking and working safely, first aid and emergency preparedness and preventing slips, trips, and 
falls.
     Make yourself safer and invest in safeguards to protect yourself from accidents in all parts of your life.  
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Meet the 
Journalists!

Ben Ferrante
Age:17

Grade:12
“Go to School and get your 

degree.”

Yasmine Ayala
Age:17

Grade:12
“What will be, will be.”

Mia Guinta
Age;17

Grade:12
“Live in the moment.”

Olivia Jurisch
Age:17

Grade:12
“That’s what she said.”

What Do You Want to be When You Grow Up?
by Ryan Lo

     On Wednesday, April 26, 2017, RMHS held its annual Career Day for the entire student body.  Students were able 
to meet professionals from the fields of education, medicine, sales, health and fitness, law enforcement and many other 
careers.
      Vice principal, Ms. Thrower, said, “Career Day is a wonderful opportunity to spark interests within students and to 
provide them with working professionals.”
     RMHS alumnae, Andrew Lala and John Freitag are owners of Yellow Wagon Landscaping.  Andrew is a graduate of 
the University of Maryland and John is a graduate of Rutgers University.  They enjoy giving back to their alma mater 
and appearing at each year’s Career Day.
     Over 50 professionals from various fields talked with students.  Students were able to talk with these individuals 
about the skills and educational requirements needed for the career. 
      Ms. Thrower would like to thank all of the professionals who volunteered their time and made Career Day 2017 
such a successful event.
      

“It’s nice to just embrace the natural beauty within you.” Victoria Justice 

“You have to enjoy life. Always be surrounded by people that you like, people who have a nice conver-
sation. There are so many positive things to think about.” Sophia Loren 

“You have to enjoy life. Always be surrounded by people that you like, people who have a nice conver-
sation. There are so many positive things to think about.” Sophia Loren 

“Everybody wants to be good, but not many are prepared to make the sacrifices it takes to be great. 
To many people, being nice in order to be liked is more important. There’s equal merit in that, but you 
must not confuse being good with being liked.” Paul Arden 

“One of the most beautiful qualities of true friendship is to understand and to be understood.” Lucius 
Annaeus Seneca 

“The most beautiful thing you can wear is confidence.” Blake Lively 

“Keep looking up! I learn from the past, dream about the future and look up. There’s nothing like a 
beautiful sunset to end a healthy day.” Rachel Boston 

“My theory on life is that life is beautiful. Life doesn’t change. You have a day, and a night, and a 
month, and a year. We people change - we can be miserable or we can be happy. It’s what you make of 
your life.” Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum 

Quotes to 
Brighten Your Day
by Olivia Jurisch



Nikolas Hernandez
Age:18

Grade:12
“Never give up.”

Angie Jeoung
Age:17

Grade:12
“A negative mind will 

never give you a positive 

Alexa Houston
Age;17

Grade:12
“The only way to succeed 

is to not worry about what 
anyone else is doing.”

John Biggiani
Age:17

Grade:12
“The best things in life are 

free.”

     Whether you excel at Social Studies or simply need A-PUSH to get you going, memorizing copious amounts of 
dates, names, treaties, wars, and minor events can be grueling. A fallout of all this absorption of information is the 
widely believed trope that history serves no purpose in the future years of your life. However, for many reasons, this 
statement can come to be quite the contrary. While you might fail to delve into your eighth grade memories and explain 
what the 29th* Amendment is, what you do remember are major motifs pushed across by teaching historical events. 
This is the purpose history truly serves, not to ingrain information but to extend concepts in themes that relate to real-life 
events. Two quotes to consider while learning history are: “Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to 
repeat it” as quote from Spanish-American philosopher George Santayana as well as the quote “History is written by the 
victors,” said by British Prime Minister Winston Churchill during his World War II leadership.

     In referendum to the first quote, it is stating simply that history is meant to teach mistakes, successes, and lessons left 
behind by other human beings before us. This concept of remembering bad events that happened in the past can be com-
parable to many situations. Imagine two babies, playing with a jack-in-the-box toy. One child wanders off to chew on 
the leg of a coffee table while the other begins to turn the knob on the box. Needless to say, when the Jack leaps out of 
its box after its fanfare has ended, the child who caused it to pop out is bound to begin crying. The other child witnesses 
the child crying with the only possible reason being the mysterious box placed in front of him. If the other unaffected 
child were to return to the box later on, it would be silly for it to fall for the same guise twice. Because the child was 
able to learn from their friend’s past mistake, it is placed in a position of advantage. Such is the advantage of a mind that 
learns and understands history when compared to the mind that does not.

     The second quotation is quite thought-provoking as you expand deeper into its possibilities. The current Social 
Studies curriculum focuses on many themes, but several of these themes are direct results of the process of how history 
has taken its course. The ideals of equality, the practice and unending possibility of revolution, the failure and unethical 
views of dictatorships, the frowning upon of communism and fascism, the promotion of democracy, civility, and orga-
nization are all part of how society has developed. All of these views are put across to us simply because they are the 
lessons that have stood the test of time and proved to be successful. Communism and fascism were stomped out because 
of the way citizens under such rule were treated. Democracy and equality thrive because of the great successes that have 
come out of it. What themes to agree with and how they are interpreted is all up to you; that is the beauty of the past.

     Furthermore, although tips I’ve received to help improve my own studying have seldom succeeded to any degree, I 
find it’s worth a chance to share some typical strategies.

Avoid Cramming
     Attempting to learn a whole week’s worth or more of material is simply impossible. Spread the workload over time 
while also reviewing periodical to make sure the information hasn’t faded. 

A War of Attrition
     Strength lies in numbers. While working in study groups might serve as a distraction, they can be incredibly pro-
ductive when everyone present is focused. More so than this, sitting in with friends can spark discussions concerning 
the topics at hands. The true measure of how well information is absorbed is not a three digit number on a test, it’s the 
ability to share and to develop personal emotions and opinions on it.

Utilization of Technology
     Again, this can serve as a double-edged sword if you aren’t careful. While technology can be an incredibly seductive 
time-waster, it is also a harbor for further studying. Watch videos on topics to see what others gather from it, don’t limit 
yourself to the opinion of one or two individuals. Research specific events that are left a bit lukewarm by a textbook. 

Dates and Timelines
     If dates trouble you the most, create a quaint timeline that organizes events effectively. Use a larger paper in order 
to include relevant facts. Include images, as visual association contributes greatly to a strong mental foundation. If you 
don’t wish to do this, there are most likely several online, printable timelines for various topics that are free for use. Cor-
relating big events with certain years and relating other details around said event can help organize time frames as well.

     Above all, history is not just about route memorization. As mentioned, it is important to consider the magnitude all 
the events you learn about truly have. For example, where would we be intellectually without the opposing of previously 
set ideals during the Scientific Revolution by people such as Copernicus, Descartes, and Galileo? How far into histo-
ry can the advancements we take for granted today be traced back, such as the telephone? Once you begin to consider 
questions such as this, it is only natural to then begin seeking out answers. For all of these reasons, history can be enjoy-
able as long as you allow it to be. Consider emotional value rather than simply factual standards, dare yourself to think 
outside of the box. Best wishes to you and to great successes in the future.

*There is no 29th Amendment.

Meet the Staff!

Justin Kim
Age: 15
Grade: 9

“I don’t exactly know what I 
mean by that, but I mean it.” 

J.D. Salinger

The Importance of History
by Justin Kim
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Meet the 
Journalists!

Marissa Semeraro
Age:17

Grade:12
“You’re never too young to 

understand.”

Andrew Jackson
Age:17

Grade:12
“There is a way to see into 

the future, walk towards it.”

Louis Correa
Age:18

Grade:12
“Everything happens for a 

reason.”

                              The Crown Needs You!
  
     The Crown is looking for members for the 2017-2018 
staff.  The newspaper staff is currently seeking journalists, 
photographers and editors. 
      If interested please contact senior editors Alex Yoon 
or Ryan Lo.

     A Life Without Education
by Ali Baric

     A wise man by the name of Dean Kamen once said, “I think an education is not only important, it is the most im-
portant thing you can do with your life.” Education is something every individual could hope to receive, however, some 
aren’t as fortunate to obtain. Having an education not only taught me the essentials of what I needed to take with me 
through life, but it also helped to shape the person I have become today. The person I have become today is mainly 
based off all the life lessons I have learned from the educators and role models I have met during my lifetime. Hav-
ing an education is one of the best things I could have ever had as I have personally enjoyed every day of learning at 
RMHS. Waking up for me to go to school isn’t the hassle it is for other students. I genuinely enjoy going to school. It 
is up to each individual to decide how they would like to pursue their life but for me, I know life will play out, as it 
should.

     Some people don’t acknowledge the privilege it actually is to attend school everyday; it is those students who don’t 
make the most of what they have. Education has shaped me in so many different ways but the most important lesson 
I have received from learning is that life isn’t always going to be easy. Life is full of ups and downs, but it is how we 
turn those bad and positive challenges around that say a lot about our own individual character. Since high school is a 
place where experiences are bound to happen, life lessons are learned and can hopefully be handled better the next time 
the situation reoccurs. I have had my fair share of life changing moments. Some have been hard to deal with and when 
looking back now I realize that the solution was in front of me the whole time. Also, I realized that life would be boring 
if everything always went our way because that wouldn’t teach people how to stand up for what they believe in or teach 
them that there are different ways to figuring out a puzzle. Life is hard and people don’t like to hear that, but I feel as 
though life wouldn’t put challenges and obstacles in your life if it didn’t think you could handle it.

     Education has further gone to shape the person I am today as I have learned the importance of balance. For me, 
education was always the first thing on my mind when I woke up and the last thing on my mind when I went to sleep. 
Going into high school I feared playing sports because I knew that the high-school days of my life would be the most 
important when it came to applying for college. Now that I am almost done with junior year, I have realized that bal-
ancing life is way easier than I could have ever imagined it would be. Playing sports as well as getting a good education 
has taught me that one can have fun while accomplishing work at the same time. I have not only had the privileges of 
having the best teachers but coaches as well. My coaches and teachers have taught me that sky is the limit and anything 
worth fighting for is worth achieving. Playing sports and doing well in school has prepared me for college because I can 
now say that I am a well rounded student ready to take on the world.

     Nelson Mandela once said, “Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.” Edu-
cation has had no boundaries for me as I have gained confidence in knowing that I can be great. As a middle child my-
self, I am prone to believing that I am never good enough as I will never meet people’s expectations. Striving in school 
has taught me that I can be great and I will be great as long as I maintain a good support system of friends and family. 
College is no longer a fear, as I know that with the right mindset, I will be just fine. I am excited to graduate in the year 
to come and I can’t wait to see what lies ahead.

     Education was more to me than one could even express. The knowledge and life lessons I have endured  will carry 
on with me to college. My teachers and coaches, I know I will miss, have taught me to never say goodbye but simply 
see you later. I can’t wait to look back on to my high school days later on in life and say that I did everything I could 
possibly do. Life will be just fine, I just know.

Nelson Mandela Dean Kamen
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Lazaro Conde
Age:16

Grade:11
“Life is a Long Journey”

Kyla Bonaguaro
Age:16

Grade:11
“Seize the day”

-Carpe Diem

Ray Rizzo
Age:16

Grade:11
“Some people want it to 

happen, Some wish it would 
happen, others make it 

happen”
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Haris Mahmutbegovic
Age:16

Grade:11
“Don’t be afraid to fail”

    
     Congratulations to RMHS teacher/athletic director Mr. Jon Duncan for being selected the 2017 Teacher of the Year 
at RMHS.  Mr. Duncan has been teaching at RMHS for the past 11 years.  
     During his time in Ridgefield, Mr. Duncan has served as a special education teacher on the high school level.  He 
has been actively involved with the Royals athletic program serving as an assistant baseball and football coach.
     For the 2016-2017 school year he was appointed athletic director of RMHS. His positive outlook on education and 
sports has created a very optimistic outlook in the athletics program.  
     “The nomination for the Teacher of the Year Award was very special and winning the award is a wonderful expe-
rience.  I would like to thank the entire RMHS community for making my job such a rewarding and fulfilling experi-
ence,” said Mr. Duncan.
     Congratulations to Mr. Duncan for a job well done.

Has Education Made Me A Better Person?
by Yasmine Ayala

     Has education made you a better person? My education has definitely shaped me as a person. Education has 
helped me to become more responsible, procrastinate less and become more mature. Procrastinating is putting 
something off and waiting until the very last minute. Procrastinating used to be a very big problem for me until I 
reached high school. My first year in high school I realized that it would be very hard for me to procrastinate and 
still hand my work in on time and with the proper amount of effort. Procrastinating is a big issue for many peo-
ple, especially teenagers. However, for me, I like to finish my work as soon as possible because it is less stressful 
once you have your assignments done. I know this will benefit me in the future in college and in my future career. 
School has helped me and benefited me by helping me procrastinate less. 
     Procrastinating also goes hand in hand with being responsible. Being responsible means getting work done on 
time, being on time to class and having good grades. Having good grades and being responsible will definitely help 
people to become more successful in life. Being responsible is a major key in life and it is essential. Being respon-
sible has helped me to improve my study skills. Study skills will help me achieve my academic goals and excel in 
college. I’m thankful that the classroom has taught me to become more responsible because it will help me in the 
future again with my career and with my future career. 
     Finally, my education has taught be to be mature. Being mature, for me, means giving people respect and being 
mindful of everything and everyone.  I have noticed that if you give respect then you will most likely receive  re-
spect. Being mature will get you very far in life and it will help you to become a good person. At one point if your 
life, it is necessary to grow up and become mature. All of my teachers have helped me to be more mature because 
they teach important life lessons.  I am grateful for all of my teachers because they have all helped me to grow as a 
student and as a person and they have all taught me life long lessons that I will never forget. School has shaped me 
into a much better person than I was years ago.  I am grateful for my education.   

2017 RMHS Teacher of the Year:  Mr. Duncan
by Kyla Bonaguaro
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George Yakoubian
Age:14
Grade:9

“Success is like a staircase 
you need to take step by step 

to get to the top.”

Ashley Zingillioglu
Age:14
Grade:9

“Love Yourself”

Ali Baric
Age:16

Grade:11
“The only person you  

should try to be better than, 
is the person you were 

yesterday” 

Mario Giordano
Age:14
Grade:9

“Do or not do, there is no 
try”

100 Hits Times Two
by Ali Baric

     Congratulations to senior Marissa Semeraro and junior Jackie Lara who both entered the exclusive 100 Hit 
Club for the Royals softball team during the week of May 1st.
     Marissa Semeraro notched her 100th hit on Wednesday, May 3rd in a 9-2 victory against Leonia.  She is a 
four year varsity starter who splits her time between pitching and playing third base.  During Marissa’s tenure 
with the softball program ,the team has won three league titles and one state sectional title.  
     She has been playing softball for the past nine years.  Not only does she play for the Royals but she plays 
summer and fall softball for the NJ Heist traveling softball team.  After high school, Marissa will play softball 
for Stockton University where she will study nursing.
     Jackie Lara earned her 100th hit on Thursday, May 4th in a 20-7 victory against Bergen Charter.  Jackie 
is a three year varsity starter who splits her time between pitching and playing third base.  She has also won 
three league titles and one state sectional title.  
     Athletic director, Mr. Jon Duncan said, “Marissa and Jackie have worked hard at being the best they can be 
in the sports they play.  Getting 100 hits doesn’t come easily and it shows that their hard work and dedication 
has paid off.  I am very happy for both of them for reaching such a memorable milestone.” 
     Marissa and Jackie are the third and fourth softball players to enter the 100 Hit Club.  The other two play-
ers are alumnae Alexis Reyes and Amanda Baric.  Congratulations to Marissa and Jackie on their wonderful 
achievement.

Ridgefield Royals Sports
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     The 1970’s was an explosive time in American history. The Vietnam War, the Cold War, space flight, and rock ‘n’ roll 
changed society. Two musicians, Daryl Hall and John Oates, found each other at a small venue in Philadelphia. Little did 
they know, they would change the world.
     Album after album was a success for the artists, as they thrived with an American rock sound. Their top six songs are 
“Rich Girl,” “Kiss on My List,” “Private Eyes,” “I Can’t Go for That (No Can Do),” “Maneater,” and “Out of Touch,” all 
of which were No.1 on the Billboard Hot 100.
     Hall and Oates expanded the genre of rock and created something new with their music. However, they both added 
their own spin on each song. John Oates explained, “You can see that on every album we always put ‘Daryl Hall and John 
Oates.’ We made a conscious effort to do that because we felt we didn’t want to be this duo...we wanted to be two individ-
uals who worked together and created something together.”
     They formed their own unique sound that is a mix of soft rock, R&B, and blue-eyed soul. Hall and Oates’ most original 
albums were produced in the 70’s. The decade of the 1980’s was very different from previous years and this affected the 
two musicians. “The 80’s for me felt like life in fast forward. There was no time to reflect or look back. Life felt like it 
was in fast forward. I look at the 70’s as a much more interesting, fun, and rewarding time because it was an act of becom-
ing,” voiced John Oates in an interview at the Cutting Room. 
     Even though the 80’s was a very different time in the music industry, the duo still had fantastic success. Their album 
“Voices” was especially popular and contained multiple hits including “You Make My Dreams Come True” and a cover of 
the Righteous Brothers’ “You’ve Lost That Lovin’ Feelin.’”
     In 1985, Michael Jackson and Lionel Richie wrote the song “We Are the World” to help raise money for the organiza-
tion USA for Africa. Among the chosen artists to help with the recording, Daryl Hall and John Oates were featured. Hall 
had the sixteenth solo while Oates appeared in the chorus.
    After being apart for years, Daryl Hall and John Oates have decided to take up a tour in 2017. They are paired with 
Tears for Fears, another phenomenal band, and will be touring until July. This tour will likely be the final tour for Hall and 
Oates, which will make each concert something to remember.
     American music has had a long history filled with amazingly talented artists. Hall and Oates made a mark on our histo-
ry by playing irreplicable music. Their songs will live on, and they will forever be remembered as the greatest pop duo in 
American history.

                                               The Greatest Pop Duo in American History: Hall and Oates
                                                                             by Mario Giordano 

The Sprint Network
By: Ashley Zingillioglu

     Track is a rigorous sport. This means, be aware that extreme amounts of running and throwing occurs. After the first 
week, practice feels like running through quicksand.  Athletes run to the Palisades Park Bridge and back to RMHS. Next, 
they are asked to run Snake Hill. I had cross-country experience prior to track, so I was already used to the intensity. For 
people who weren’t aware, they had to learn the hard way. The next day, coaches test-timed the runners for a base. I want-
ed to be one of the sprinters, not part of the long-distance runners.  I wanted to be faster for basketball and I assumed be-
ing a sprinter would help.  To my horror, I was a slow sprinter based on my times.  I was moved to long-distance, despite 
my complaints. At the time, I was angered because long-distance wouldn’t help with basketball. Sure, it would boost up 
my endurance, but not my speed. Of course, I didn’t understand why the coaches did it, until after the season ended. With 
experience, I discovered that long-distance helps with your speed by beating the time. For example, my first 800 meter run 
was 3 minutes and 30  seconds. Then, my second 800 meter run was 3 minutes and 23 seconds. By beating my time, I was 
running at a faster pace and having a better self esteem. From preseason to now, I feel in much better shape. If you want to 
burn some calories, track is the way to go!
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 My enemy right now is time and how fast it keeps moving.  I feel like it was just yesterday I was playing with Barbie and Bratz dolls.  Now 
in three months I will be starting a new chapter in my life and heading off to Stockton University.  I can incorporate a short-term, mid-range and 
long-range goals all together and speculate what I will be doing in the future.  My short-term goals are looking forward to June 8th and 21st.  June 
8th is the senior prom date and I cannot wait to see everyone and how beautiful they will look.  My times with my kindergarten friends are coming 
to an end and, to be honest, I do not think I am ready to say goodbye.  My mid-range goals are to succeed and try my hardest throughout college.  I 
want to be able to also be a huge part of the Stockton University softball program.  I want to make new friends on the team.  I know a lot of them 
already but I want to become closer with them and still be best friends with them 20 years down the road.  My long-term goals are to either be a 
Physician’s Assistant or a Nurse Practitioner.  I want to have a kind family with two big dogs.  I am an animal lover by nature!  Being in the medical 
field will help me be able to support my family and seeing them happy, will make me happy.  I want to reach every one of these goals and I am deter-
mined enough to reach them.  I am not only doing this for me but for my parents and future family.  Ever since I was a little girl, I always wanted to 
work in a hospital and help out others who are in need.  

Marissa Semararo
The Next 20 Years

   Many believe they are able to predict various aspects of their future lives concretely based upon their current values, goals, work ethic, and 
attitudes toward life. I do not have a concrete expectation for what my life will be like in twenty years or even five years for that matter, but I do 
foresee certain aspects of my life in regards to career and my overall personality. 
    In 20 years I expect myself to be very career driven, focusing on my passions spanning from business and real estate to politics and be-
coming a prolific figure for the American Dream and its never-ending spirit. I expect this portion of my life to be undeterred by any romantic 
endeavors, children or any other sort of personal happening that could possibly cloud my agenda for not only myself, but my country and the 
world in which I reside in. 
    As far as my personality and overall morale, I want to become increasingly in tune with myself, specifically in regards to taking care of my-
self.  
    In conclusion, as a 37 year old I want to be happy, healthy and be able to leave a grand impact and everlasting change on our society.

                                                                     Forward Thinking
                                                                                  by
                                                                             Ryan Lo
The concept of forward thinking helps individuals envision what they may be accomplishing in the future.  
In 20 years it will be 2037 and the writers of The Crown staff will be between 36 and 38 years old.  Enjoy 
our articles on forward thinking.

Lazaro Conde
Expectations of Being a 37 Year Old

                                                                                           20 Years From Now
                                                                                                by Ray Rizzo
      In the next 20 years I see myself doing and accomplishing a wide variety of achievements. Going from 17 years old to 37 years old 
will be a major evolution.  Twenty years from now I ask myself what job will I have, where will I live and will I have a family or not?  I 
hope to have a steady job that I will enjoy and be successful at.  I am open to trying a wide variety of careers and hopefully I will find a 
career that is satisfying and makes me happy.
     Although I will be older I will continue doing the activities I am doing now. At 37 I will be working out at the gym, eating healthy 
and staying active.  I would like to live in California or Florida because I enjoy warm weather and the outdoors.
     As far as family it is hard to predict the future.  I would still like to be close with my own family and it would be great to have a 
family of my own.  There are some high school friends that I would like to remain in touch with and hopefully I will pick up other new 
friends along the way.
      Twenty years is a long time from now but I am truly hoping for the best.  In a blink of an eye, I will be an adult.
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Through the Years
By Ryan Lo

     RMHS opened its doors in 1958 and ever since, each June, it has graduated a new class of Roy-
als.  Through the years the world has changed but the essence of RMHS has remained the same.  
Great students, wonderful teachers and the high school experience are what make RMHS a fabulous 
institution. 
     This edition of The Crown focuses on two years, 1987 and 2017.  In 1987 a gallon of gas cost 89 
cents, the average monthly rent was $395.00 and the average yearly income was $24,350.  The pres-
ident of the United States was Ronald Reagan and a popular television show was Miami Vice.
     In 2017 a gallon of gas costs $2.37, the average monthly rent is $1200.00 and the average yearly 
income is $52,000.  The president of the United States is Donald Trump and a popular television is 
Stranger Things.
    Enjoy the fashions, styles, students and faculty from 1987 and 2017.
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RMHS Variety Show
By Alex Yoon

    On April 28, 2017, RMHS held its annual Variety Show under the direction of Mr. Dan Tracey.  
Nineteen acts graced the stage and the cheering crowd was delighted by vocals, dance numbers 
and group musical performances.
     Featured performers were Nicolette Cruz, Beatrice Paje, Selen, Benette Park and the musical 
group The Mirrors.  The Mirrors were comprised of Kaleb DeLa Torre, Mario Giordano, Michael 
Febles, and Taewhon Jeon.  
     Mr. Dan Tracey wanted to thank the performers, stage crew, Mr. Matt Tracey, Ms. Jessica 
Abrams, Ms. Neenan, Ms. Ferraiuolo and the RMHS custodial staff for all of their hard work to 
make this year’s Variety Show a major success.
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     The staff of The Crown would like to wish the entire RMHS community a happy and safe summer vacation.  For the upcoming school year, senior 
editors Ali Baric and Haris Mahmutbegovic would like to encourage any student who is interested in journalism to stop by room 204 in the high school 
for information about being part of next year’s staff.

The Crown Says Farewell....


